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Otway, which was flying on board H.M.S. Ganges.
H.M.B. Chanticleer, Captain Forster, was also
lying in the harbour; an agreeable rencontre, I
should imagine, for Captains Beechy*and Forster,
who were companions on the North Pole expedition;
no small difference in climate and scenery from
their present place of meeting. Captain Peters of
our galliot (the Young Nicholas) and Mr. Fearon
went on shore in the evening, but I was too ill with
niy cold, even to venture exposing myself to the
night air, or to remove until I had secured a com-
fortable lodging ; however, on the following after-
noon I landed, but without my baggage, as it was
detained until special permission for its removal
could be received from the Custom-house ; where
every packet was examined and paid for, before
I was permitted to take it to my lodgings.

Mr. Fearon and myself took up our quarters at
the Hotel du Nord near the Palace, at one end
of the Rua Direito (or strait street), which runs
parallel with the sea. This is the broadest and
best street in Rio de Janeiro, and as the Custom-
house is situated in the centre, with the Palace and
Dock-yard flanking the extremities, this street is an
immense thoroughfare, especially as all articles of
merchandise, not excepting the slaves, or any other
object of traffic imported, or exported, must pass
through it, on, or from, its way to the Custom-house.

But, as though the confusion necessarily atten-
dant upon this continual bustle were insufficient,